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SIPA Encouraged by the 25 Year Saskatchewan Water Security Plan 
 

October 15th, 2012,  Saskatchewan Environment Minister, Ken Chevaldayoff released the 
government’s 25 Year Saskatchewan Water Security Plan.  The Plan outlines seven goals including 
irrigation which they identified as an important economic growth opportunity for Saskatchewan. 
 
The Saskatchewan Irrigation Projects Association (SIPA) has been working diligently to advance 
the expansion of irrigation in the Province.  While there have been a number of infill projects SIPA 
has been working to advance new irrigation projects by  studying the economic benefits of irrigation 
through its report “Time to Irrigate”. This report  states with an addition of 500,000 irrigated acres 
in Saskatchewan would provide an additional $12 billion of household incomes, $33 billion of gross 
domestic product and $58 billion of sales.    
 
Roger Pederson, Chair of SIPA, says, “I am encouraged that irrigation was identified as an 
opportunity for economic growth by the provincial government in their “Water Security Plan”.  The 
Plan includes the formation of a Provincial Water Council and the development of an irrigation 
strategy; these are two requests our organization has been asking from government.  SIPA looks 
forward to working with the province on these initiatives which will help advance irrigation 
development, mitigate against the risks of climate change and secure our future food supply.  These 
are important considerations especially since today is World Food Day.” 
 
The release of this report is very timely as there is currently a proposal for a Conveyance Project for 
the Upper Qu’Appelle River system to increase the flow of water  from Lake Diefenbaker to 
Buffalo Pound Lake for municipal (population growth), industrial (solution potash mines), 
recreational, environmental (habitat preservation) and 120,000 acres of irrigation.  The total amount 
of water for this Project would be 6% of the annual inflow into Lake Diefenbaker.  SIPA believes 
the benefits from this project could also bring increased intensive agriculture production including 
fresh, locally grown fruits and vegetables to Saskatchewan doorsteps.  Presently only 10% of the 
vegetables we consume are grown in Saskatchewan.  Also the ability to attract investment for value 
added processing of Saskatchewan grown crops requires a “critical mass” and infrastructure.  With 
the developments along the Moose Jaw Regina Industrial Corridor and the Global Transportation 
Hub Authority makes Saskatchewan a strategic location for economic growth in both the industrial 
and agricultural sectors.   



 
 
In the next 25 years we will need to double our world food supply; 40% of the world’s food is 
produced on 17% of its arable land that is irrigated.  Saskatchewan, with its abundance of arable 
land and good quality water, has  a responsibility to expand its contribution to both locally-grown 
and global food supplies.  Irrigation is a cost-effective way for Saskatchewan to attract investment, 
keep people in its rural communities and adapt to climate change”.  

The mission of the Saskatchewan Irrigation Projects Association (SIPA) is to represent the interests 
of industry in Saskatchewan through one common voice. It is dedicated to the expansion of 
irrigation while ensuring the efficient use of Saskatchewan’s water resources. It is committed to 
promoting to all citizens the values and benefits of irrigation for the province’s growth and 
economic well-being now and into the future. 
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For further information contact Roger Pederson, Chair, SIPA at (306) 867-3128. 

 
 
 
 
 


