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Expanding High Volume Vegetable Production in Saskatchewan 

 

 The Saskatchewan Irrigation Projects Association (SIPA) believes there is potential for expanding 

high valued vegetables under irrigation in Saskatchewan. To explore this opportunity, in 2012 SIPA 

commissioned a study “Expanding High Volume Vegetable Production in Saskatchewan”.  Funding 

was provided by Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada’s Canadian Agricultural Adaptation Program 

(CAAP) administered by the Agriculture Council of Saskatchewan. The study conducted by Judie 

Dyck PAg of Agmar International Marketing Inc. was completed in 2014.  Integral to the study was 

the participation of Loblaws who have a million square foot distribution centre in Regina supplying 

western Canada with grocery goods and produce including fresh vegetables. 

 

The study found that Saskatchewan imports $26 million of vegetables (excluding potatoes) 

annually.  It is estimated that in 2013 1,000 acres in Saskatchewan was used for vegetable 

production which represents a self-sufficiency of about 10% for in-season demand.  This is low in 

comparison to Saskatchewan’s neighours Alberta and Manitoba who are at 33% and 57%, 

respectively. The short term goal is to achieve a 20% self-sufficiency for in-season demand in 

Saskatchewan which would require 12,000 acres of irrigable land and the opportunity to keep more 

of the dollars in the province. 

 

Roger Pederson, Chair of SIPA, has been successfully growing potatoes under irrigation at Outlook 

with other local growers under Green Valley Seed Potatoes and partnering with Barrich Farms to 

form True North Seed Potatoes. Pederson says, “The model we have used to grow and market 

potatoes could potentially be a model for vegetables.” 

  

Bryan Kosteroski, Value Chain Manager at the Agriculture Council of Saskatchewan, believes 

vegetable production in Saskatchewan is a “sleeping giant.”   Kosteroski and Connie Achtymichuk, 

Provincial Vegetable Specialist, have been working with 16 Saskatchewan vegetable growers who 

recently formed the “Prairie Fresh Food Corporation” (Corporation) who supplied 750,000 

pounds of fresh vegetable produce to The Grocery People (Federated Co-operatives Ltd./Co-op) last 

year. Kosteroski expects a doubling of 2013 vegetable production to be sold in 2014. With interest 

from Co-op and Grocery Retailers from across Canada to expand the supply of local grown 

vegetables, Kosteroski sees a much greater potential for the Saskatchewan Vegetable Industry to 

expand acreage significantly. 

   

The Corporation vegetable growers are all Canada GAP certified providing Canada No. 1 

Saskatchewan grown vegetables. All 16 growers either have irrigation or are applying for irrigation 

projects to provide water to their vegetable crops.    Vegetables are a high value crop which need an 
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ample supply of good quality water to provide a secure supply of quality Canada No. 1 fresh 

produce required by the wholesalers and retailers. 

 

While the vegetable industry in Saskatchewan has made great strides to address some of the past 

barriers, such as lack of crop insurance, there is still further work to achieve its potential in locally 

grown good quality vegetables. The report outlines some key recommendations. 

 

 Benchmark study to build confidence and strengthen the vegetable industry in 

Saskatchewan. 

 Commercial cost of production for specific vegetables. 

 Research strategy to increase competitiveness. 

 Seed research and production strategy with the private and public sectors. 

 Regional and niche opportunities in the food service and value added sectors. 

 Saskatchewan in-coming and out-going trade missions to provide information on the 

vegetable industry and its potential in Saskatchewan. 

 

 Roger Pederson, SIPA Chair adds, “Continued collaboration and cooperation by all the 

stakeholders will be key to continue advancing the vegetable industry in Saskatchewan.  For 

Saskatchewan to reach its full potential we will need an additional 40,000 to 50,000 acres of 

irrigable land just for vegetable production.”  Currently 110,000 acres of land is irrigated with water 

coming from Lake Diefenbaker, an untapped water resource for expansion of irrigation of 500,000 

acres for vegetables, fruits and other crops.   Wholesalers, retailers and processors need a secure 

supply of critical mass of production to procure vegetables and crops and/or invest.  Irrigation 

provides that secure supply for both the growers and the entire the value chain. 

 

Pederson also encourages everyone to come out to the Canada Saskatchewan Irrigation 

Diversification Centre (CSIDC) at Outlook for their annual field day this week Thursday, July 10, 

2014 to learn more about all types of crop production, including vegetables, grown under irrigation.  

CSIDC plays an important role in research and extension in Saskatchewan crops grown under 

irrigation as well as research on new crops and varieties. 

The mission of the Saskatchewan Irrigation Projects Association (SIPA) is to represent the interests 

of industry in Saskatchewan through one common voice. It is dedicated to the expansion of 

irrigation while ensuring the efficient use of Saskatchewan’s water resources. It is committed to 

promoting to all citizens the values and benefits of irrigation for the province’s growth and 

economic well-being now and into the future. 
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