
Growing Forward II Programs 
Support for Irrigation Development in Saskatchewan 

 
Are you planning to increase irrigated acres or improving irrigation equipment or practises? If so, two 
Growing Forward II programs offered through the Saskatchewan Ministry of Agriculture may be of 
interest to you.  The Farm and Ranch Infrastructure program (FRWIP) is designed to support the 
expansion of irrigation and the Farm Stewardship Program (FSP) is focused towards gaining 
environmental benefits through proper planning and conservation of resources.  Both programs have 
similar eligibility criteria: you must be a Saskatchewan resident and generate at least $35,000 of Gross 
Farm Income.  Additional eligibility requirements may also apply, please refer to the program details. 
 

1. Farm and Ranch Water Infrastructure Program 
The objective of Farm and Ranch Water Infrastructure Program (FRWIP) is to develop sustainable non –
potable water supplies for agriculture use.  The program supports the development of irrigation 
infrastructure to increase irrigation capacity and develop irrigated acres. 

a. Non- district Irrigators 
 Up to 50% of eligible expenses to a maximum of $300,000 is available through FRWIP for 

eligible projects.  Projects must be for the installation of infrastructure for the purpose of creating a 
secure water supply to the edge of the irrigable land parcels to increase 
irrigating capacity by a minimum of 10 acres, outside an irrigation district. 
Applications will be received on an on-going basis until August 1, 2017 

Examples of eligible costs which may be funded through FRWIP 
include: 

o The creation of secure water supply points through the 
purchase and installation of pumps, turnouts, pipelines and 
drains; 

o Power installation and hook up; 
o Consultation fees and services for environmental assessment 

and project design. 
 

b. District Irrigators 
Up to 90% of eligible expenses for the purpose of creating secure water supply points to the 
edge of irrigable land to increase infill capacity and develop new irrigated acres in 
Saskatchewan. Irrigation districts need to have an irrigation in-fill development plan and an 
irrigation replacement fund approved by the Ministry. 

 
2. Farm Stewardship Program 

The Farm Stewardship Program (FSP) provides eligible Saskatchewan producers with financial assistance 
to implement beneficial management practises (BMPs) to help maintain or improve the quality of soil, 
water, air, or biodiversity resources.  Eligible applicants must have completed an Environmental Farm 
Plan in the last 10 years.  Currently there are 24 BMP’s under seven management categories.  The 
following summarizes the BMPs that are most applicable to irrigators. 
 

a. Irrigation Management BMP provides funding up to 50% percent of eligible costs to a 

maximum of $2000. The purpose of the BMP is to develop a detailed irrigation management 



plan to ensure irrigation management practices address environmental risks.  Examples of 
projects under the BMP include: 

 Consulting services for planning improved water use efficiency and reduced environmental 
risk of irrigation systems; 

 Irrigation Certification and agri-environmental reports, drainage planning and design 
irrigation designs and plans (e.g. consulting fees/plans) that 
improve water use efficiency and minimize adverse 
environmental impacts. 

 

b. Irrigation Equipment Technologies BMP provide up to 

30 percent of eligible costs to a maximum of $50,000 for the 
modification of irrigation equipment so that efficiencies and 
environmental benefits to water, soil and air are realized.  
Eligible projects include: 

 Materials and installation of low pressure sprinkler systems; 

 Conversion of pumps to more energy and water efficient 
option; including power installation; 

 Purchase, modification and installation of fertigation equipment; 

 Improving irrigation pump intake systems. 
 

c. Variable Rate Irrigation BMP provides funding up to 30 percent of eligible costs to a 

maximum of $15,000 for the modification of irrigation equipment.  Variable rate irrigation has 
the potential to optimize water use efficiency for the crop by applying the right amount of water 
across variable soil and topographic conditions.  Eligible projects funded through this BMP 
consist of the purchase and installation of new variable rate irrigation equipment on new or 
existing irrigation systems. 

 

d. Variable Rate Mapping BMP provides up to 30 percent of eligible costs to a maximum of 

$2,000 for the creation of zone maps for variable rate fertilizer and varialbe rate irrigation 
applications.  The benefits of variable rate mapping include customizing zone maps which when 
used with variable rate irrigation application.  This cost is allowed for as a one-time consulting 
service for the initial zone map creation. 

 
For more information on the FRWIP and the BMP’s please: 

 Contact the Financial Programs Branch toll free at 1-877-874-5365 or 
 For technical assistance on projects please contact the Ministry of Agriculture Irrigation 

Office in Outlook at 306-867-5505. 

 Visit http://www.agriculture.gov.sk/GrowingForward2  

 Email fpbinfor@gov.sk.ca 
   

http://www.agriculture.gov.sk/Growing

