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Saskatchewan Irrigator receives reward! 
 

At the water conference in Saskatoon Outlook irrigator, Roger Pederson, was honoured 
with a national award for his long term dedicated work on promoting irrigation 
development in Saskatchewan. 
 
To recognize Roger’s contributions to sustainability of land resources under irrigation 
and drainage, the Canadian National Committee of the International Commission on 
Irrigation and Drainage (CANCID) presented Roger an award during the Canadian 
Water Resource Association banquet held June 27 in Saskatoon.  Laurie Tollefson, the 
executive member of CANCID stated it is the first time a Saskatchewan farmer has 
received this very prestige award from the national committee.  Tollefson praised 
Pederson’s active role supporting issues related to irrigation.  Roger, chairman of 
Saskatchewan Irrigation Projects Association SIPA, has worked tirelessly and endlessly 
to develop the irrigation industry and bring recognition of its potential in Saskatchewan. 
 
Pederson was surprised and excited when he received the national award and he feels 
he’s is honoured to be included with the others recognized by CANCID. 
 
Irrigation development not only benefits farmers but society also benefits.  Irrigation 
projects require canals and reservoirs such as Lake Diefenbaker which can attract 
tourism, supply water to communities and benefits wildlife.  Pederson commented that 
the irrigation industry creates many opportunities for job that can bring our kids back 
especially to rural Saskatchewan.  Irrigation development benefits a region with the 
added inputs required for irrigation such as fertilizer, chemical  and fuel dealers.  Also 
when a critical mass is reached  you will see more processing and marketing initiatives 
in an area. Currently we are only irrigating 100,000 acres from Lake Diefenbaker. From 
the current 5 studies completed we have the potential to increase that number to over 
500,000 acres of intensive irrigation.   
 
In Rogers’ fourth term as Chairman of SIPA, (an organization formed to represent the 
common interest of irrigators in Saskatchewan) government irrigation policy could 
effectively boost the irrigation conditions in Saskatchewan.  With a consistent policy, 
farmers would know what we can plan for and what we can expect in the future. The 
policy is important to attract related industries that are investigating moving or 
expanding to the province.   
 
Two people received the award in 2007 including Roger Pederson.  Tollefson stated 
that CANCID members from across Canada only give out the award for outstanding 
achievement on irrigation and drainage.  
 
Roger obtained his certificate in Renewable Resources Technology at Kelsey Institute 
in 1967.  After a time in Manitoba he came home to the family farm where Pederson 
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and his wife Sandy operate an 1100 acre farm with irrigation and cattle near Outlook for 
over 35 years.  Tollefson commented it means a lot to have this prestige award given to 
Roger to recognize his work to develop the industry in Saskatchewan. Roger would 
jump off this tractor in the middle of seeding to give a tour.  It is encouraging.  


