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SIPA held their 17
th

 Annual Meeting  

 

December 4th, 2012 marked the Saskatchewan Irrigation Projects Association (SIPA) 17
th
 Annual 

Meeting held in the City of Moose Jaw.   Roger Pederson, Chair said, “It was an opportunity for 

irrigators to discuss pressing issues, receive updates on SIPA’s activities and learn about new 

developments from both government and industry”.  

 

Moose Jaw City Councilor Heather Eby welcomed the SIPA members to Moose Jaw and expressed 

her appreciation in attending the 2011 South Saskatchewan River Basin tour where she learnt a lot 

about the importance of water for irrigation and economic development. 

 

The meetings began with the issue facing the irrigators in the southwest on the divestiture of the 

Agriculture Environment Services Branch (AESB) of Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada’s (AAFC) 

6 irrigation projects comprised of 20,000 acres.  These projects provide a secure supply of cattle 

feed for local farmers.  The projects are Consul, Eastend, Lower Frenchman, Maple Creek, Rush 

Lake and West Flats.  They have now submited proposals to AESB- AAFC. 

 

Laurie Tollefson from the Canada Saskatchewan Irrigation Diversitification Centre (CSIDC) spoke 

how the Centre had been supporting irrigators since 1949 with research on new crops and best 

practices.    Tollefson outlined the evolution of the various partnerships involved in CSIDC to its 

current framework of AAFC, Saskatchewan Ministry of Agriculture, Irrigation Crop Diversification 

Corporation, University of Saskatchewan and SIPA. 

 

Gordon Kent,  Director of the Riverhurst Irrigation District,  talked about the key highlights on the 

SIPA 2012 Upper Qu’Appelle Water Supply Tour. Stops included the Belle Plaine Hutterite Colony 

vegetable production and Terra Grains Ethanol Plant located along the Moose Jaw-Regina 

Industrial Corridor, one of the top four industrial sites in North America.  Participants also enjoyed 

watching the harvesting of Saskatoon berries at Prairie Berries orchard and processing facility near 

Keeler.   The tour ended at Riverhurst where local potato and bean growers talked about how 

irrigation had changed the crop diversity and improved net profits for farmers.  The marketers 

impressed upon everyone the importance of “critical mass” to build an industry around a new crop.   

 

Judie Dyck PAg, Agmar International Marketing spoke about the new SIPA initiative looking at 

high volume production of vegetables in Saskatchewan.  Saskatchewan currently produces only 

10% of the vegetables consumed in the province.  There are currently 9000 acres of vegetable 

production, mainly potatoes.  



 

The potential economic impact from the proposed Upper Qu’Appelle Water Supply project was 

presented by Graham Parsons of Clifton and Associates.   Parsons spoke about the multi-faceted 

benefits and opportunities around this project including industrial, agricultural (irrigation), 

recreation, environmental and water for communities emphasizing water as a key economic driver.  

He concluded  this water supply project would benefit not only Saskatchewan but all of Canada.    

 

Wayne Dybvig, President of the Water Security Agency informed the irrigators that a recent survey 

reported Canadians view water as their most important natural resource, 3:1 in comparison to 

energy.  SIPA members were pleased to hear that the province will be developing an “Irrigation 

Strategy” which will also include the Ministry of Agriculture.  Drainage issues continue to be a 

concern in the province especially in recent years with the extreme weather conditions resulting in 

many acres of farmland being flooded. 

The day wrapped up with Saskatchewan Minister of Agriculture, Lyle Stewart reaffirming irrigation 

was one of his top priorities for Saskatchewan.  Roger Pederson, SIPA Chair, said, “SIPA is pleased 

to hear the Minister will continue to support SIPA and its members on irrigation in the province”. 

The mission of the Saskatchewan Irrigation Projects Association (SIPA) is to represent the interests 

of industry in Saskatchewan through one common voice. It is dedicated to the expansion of 

irrigation while ensuring the efficient use of Saskatchewan’s water resources. It is committed to 

promoting to all citizens the values and benefits of irrigation for the province’s growth and 

economic well-being now and into the future. 
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For further information contact Roger Pederson, Chair, SIPA at (306) 867-3128. 

 

 

 

 

 


